At a meeting of the Town Boatd of
the Town of Newburgh, held at the

- Town Hall, 1496 Route 300, in the Town of
Newburgh, Orange County, New York on the
24th day of Febmary, 2020 at 7:00 o'clock

p.m.
PRESENT: _
Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Supervisor | RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF
' THE TOWN OF NEWBURGH OPPOSING

Elizabeth J. Greene, Councilwoman _~ THE MERGER OF THE NEW YORXK
STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY INTO

Paul I. Ruggiero. Councilman THE NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY

‘ ‘ AUTHORITY

James E. Presutti, Councilman

Scott M. Manley, Councilman -

Councilman Manley presented the following resolution which was seconded

by Councilwoman Greene.

WHEREAS, the Hamilton Fish Newburgh Beacon Bridge (the ‘Newburgh Beacan Brid_ge")
spans tﬁe Hudson River between the Town of Newburgh and Beacon; an(i | .

WHEREAS, the Newburgh Beacon Bridge and other bridges across the River in the Mid-
Hudson region operated by the New York State Bridge Authority serveds vital links for the lives and
commerce of numerous residents and businesses _16cated in the Town who utilize the bridge
crossings of the River on a daily basis or even more frequently; and |

WHEREAS, Governor Andrew Cuomo, in his 2(_)20—2] Budget addréss, has announcged
legislation to merge the New York S'ta_te Bridge Authority, which presently operates five bridges
across the River, including the Newburgh Beacon Bridge into the New Yofk State Thruway
Authority; and '

WHEREAS, the proposal would in fact abolish the Bridge Authority whenall obligétioné to
the holders of bonds have been paid in full or otherwise fully met and discharged and the Thruway
Authority would absorb the Bridge Authority; and ,

WHEREAS, it has been reported tﬁat afederal law, passed in 1987, states thattolls collected
on the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge cén only be used to operate, maintain and repair the Bridge

Authority’s bridges; and

WHEREAS, the Bridge Authority is run efficiently, the bridges are well maintained and

boast among the lowest tolls in the nation; and



.. WHEREAS, although the mcréer proposal has been justiﬁed by claims thatit will resultin -
operational efficiencies, a primary reason for the consideration of the- merger is the NYS Thruway
Authority’s announcement of Budget deficits which are reported to bé growing at an astonishing rate
due largely to the costs of the new Mario Cuomo (Tappan Zee) Bridg_e; and

| WHEREAS, in the recent past, the NYS Thruway Au.thority assumed responsibilities for

the maintenance of Interstate 84 and then shed them, for the stated reasons of saving the State money
in béth instances, there having a'pparently beenfew efficiencies actuallyachieved and the difference
from the proposed Thruway Authoﬁty takeover of the Bridge Authority’s bridges being the ability td
collect and raise toll revenue; and

WHEREAS, the merger would likely in fact negatively effect the Bridge Authoﬁty’s
Hudson River crossihgs and lead to our residents and busineéses subsidizing the costs of the
Thruway Authqrity’s improvements ouitside of our area through higher tolls; and

WHEREAS, businesses and.employersv in the Town have already been subjected to State
imposed levies, such aé the MTA payroll tax, which yiéld little benefit to our community, but
subsidize other areas directly receiving transportation services; and

WHERIAS, the Towﬁ, which also hosts and provides services to facilities of the Thruway
Authority, including a tolled entrance/exit interchange, téndém trailer area, maimenance facilities |
and two rest areas for ‘both north and south bound travelers, as wéil asmiles of four lane inte‘rs;tate
highway, concludes, based on experiénce, that the .merger would also jeopardize autonomy,
responsiveness and accountability for the bridges, mcludiﬁg the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge’s crossing
into the Town.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED,’ that the Town Board of the Town of
Newburgh in its capacity as governing body of the Town, does hereby appose the enactment ofthe
prdvisions in the Executive Budget of the State of New York for 2020-21 providing for the merger of

the New York State Bridge Authority into the New York State Thruway Authority; and

BE IT'FURTHER RESOLVED, that certified copies of this Resolution be delivered , by
the Town Clerk to the Hon. Andrew J. Cuomo, Governor, the Hon. James Skoufis, Senator for the

39™ District and the Hon. Jonathon G. Jacobson, Assemblyman for the 104™ District; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforesaid resolutions shall take effect

fmmediately‘

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call

‘which resulted as follows:

Fli7abetﬁ J. Greene, Councilwoman voting AYE
Paul I, Ruggiero, Councilman - votin,é. AYE
James E. Presutti, Councilman S voting AYE
Scott M. Manley, Councilmaﬁ | ' voting. VAYE ‘} ] ,

Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Supervisor - L voting AYE

‘ The resolution was thefeupon declared duly adopted,

-/,.,l“"‘ 2 -~ 25 -Zo» 2 &

Gilbert J. Piaquadio, Supervisor :  Date




STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  SS:

TOWN OF NEWBURGH )

I, Joseph P. Pedi, Town Clerk of thé Town of Newburgh, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that 1
have compared the foregoing resolution, duly adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Newburgh
on the 24th day of February, 2020, and entered in the minutes of the proceedings of said Board, and
that the foregoingis a true and correct copy of said resolution and the whole thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto ;e.et my name and the seal of said Town on this

+h
Ag day of February, 2020.

-
S ot

Joseph P. WOwn Clerk




