
    

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

     COUNTY OF ORANGE 

-------------------------------------------x 
 
TOWN OF WOODBURY and the TOWN OF
WOODBURY TOWN BOARD,  
 

  Plaintiffs, 
 

-against-      Index No. 
     EF006036-2018 

 
VILLAGE OF WOODBURY, VILLAGE OF WOODBURY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES and ORANGE COUNTY,
 
                           Defendants. 
 
-------------------------------------------x 
 

 

   Examination Under Oath of Non Party Witness,      

LAURA BRESLIN, held on July 8th, 2019, at 2:35 p. m.,  

at the offices of Catania, Mahon, Milligram & Rider, 

PLLC, One Corwin Court, Newburgh, New York, pursuant  

to Subpoena, before a Notary Public of the State of  

New York. 
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     PO BOX 600, MARLBORO, NEW YORK 12542 
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A P P E A R A N C E S: 
 
 

 
CATANIA, MAHON, MILLIGRAM & RIDER, PLLC
     Attorneys for Plaintiffs
     One Corwin Court 
     PO Box 1479  
     Newburgh, New York  12551 
     (845)565-1100 
By:  RICHARD M. MAHON, II, ESQ. and 
     LIA E. FIERRO, ESQ., 
     of Counsel. 

 
 

BURKE, MIELE, GOLDEN & NAUGHTON, LLP
     Attorneys for Defendants

Village of Woodbury and
Village of Woodbury Board
  of Trustees.

     40 Matthews Street 
          Suite 209 

     P. O. Box 216 
     Goshen, New York  10924 

          (845)294-4080 
By:  RICHARD B. GOLDEN, ESQ., 
     of Counsel. 

 
 

ORANGE COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
     Attorney for Defendant

Orange County.
     255-275 Main Street 
     Goshen, New York  10924  
     (845)291-3150 
     (No appearance) 

 
 
 

Also Present: 
 

     Joseph G. McKay, Esq. 
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S T I P U L A T I O N S 

 

 

     IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by      

and between the parties hereto, through their 

respective counsel, that sealing, certification 

and filing shall be waived; 

     It is further stipulated and agreed that  

all objections except as to the form of the    

     question and responsiveness of the answer shall 

be reserved to the time of trial; 

     It is further stipulated and agreed that the 

transcript of testimony may be signed before any 

notary public or other officer authorized to 

administer oaths; 

     It is further stipulated and agreed that the 

examining party will furnish the examined party 

with a copy of the transcript of testimony free 

of charge. 

 

           
 + + + 
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(Laura Breslin)

    LAURA BRESLIN, 

having been first duly sworn by the notary public, 

was examined and testified as follows: 

BY MR. GOLDEN:  

Q Would you state your name and address for the

record, please?

A Laura Breslin.  163 Newport Bridge Road, Warwick,

New York, 1990.

Q Ms. Breslin, my name is Rick Golden.  I'm an

attorney for the Village of Woodbury defending the

Village of Woodbury in the lawsuit that was

brought by the Town of Woodbury against the

Village of Woodbury.

Now, I will be asking you some questions.  If

for some reason you don't understand the question

that I ask you, just ask me to rephrase it.

A Okay.

Q And I will rephrase it for you.  If you don't hear

the question, you can ask me to repeat the

question or we can have the reporter read back the

question for you.

Do you understand that?

A Yes, I do.

Q And finally the reporter can't take down any nods
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(Laura Breslin)

of the head or shakes of the head.  So all of your

answers must be verbal.

A Okay.

Q I know that's not easy but if you start shaking

your head or nodding your head, we'll just remind

you at that point in time.  It's not a big deal.

Okay?

A Yes.  And I just did it.

Q Are you represented by counsel here today?

A (No response). 

Q Do you have an attorney?

A Joe McKay said that this firm would be my

attorney.

MR. GOLDEN:  Is that true?

MR. MAHON:  Yes.

MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  So is this -- so

you're her private attorney?

MR. MAHON:  We're serving as her

attorney because the events here took

place while she was serving as an employee

of the town.

MR. GOLDEN:  But she's not an

employee now so I just want to clarify

whether or not you're her private
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(Laura Breslin)

attorney.

MR. MAHON:  So we're not her private

attorneys, no.

MR. GOLDEN:  You're the town

attorneys that are representing her in a

private capacity as she sits here.

MR. MAHON:  Yes.

MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.

BY MR. GOLDEN:  

Q Did you speak with anyone regarding your testimony

today other than Mr. Mahon or anyone from this law

firm?

A No.  I have not.

Q Have you reviewed any documents in preparation for

your testimony today?

A No.  I have not.

Q Are you currently employed?

A No.  I'm retired.

Q And when was the last time you were employed?

A I retired as of April 30th of this year.

Q And what position did you retire from?

A I was the town assessor.

Q And how long were you the -- that's the Town of

Woodbury?
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(Laura Breslin)

A I was the Town of Woodbury assessor for eleven and

a half years.

Q Do you hold any other positions with the town?

A No.  I do not.

Q Do you have any knowledge of the town and the

village transferring properties one to the other

in 2017?

A Yes, I do.

Q Did you take any actions in connection with the

transfer of such properties?

A I was asked by the town supervisor at the time,

David Sutz, to file the deeds that were prepared

by Steve Green up at the tax map department of

Orange County.  I -- the reason why he asked me

was because I went to Goshen once a week to get

the assessor's office deeds and they gave me a

check from the Village of Woodbury and I went and

filed the deeds for them.

Q And that was for the filing fee?

A Yes.  It was between $700 and $800.  I don't

remember.

Q Now, other than filing the deeds did you have any

other participation or efforts in connection with

any of the documents surrounding those property

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24



     8

    

(Laura Breslin)

transfers?

A Yes.

Q And what kind of actions did you take in that

regard?

A Steve Green had actually sent the deed to me to

review and at the time that I reviewed it I

noticed that they were transferring the library

parcel to the village because the salt shed from

the highway department was on the library parcel

so I -- when Steve had asked me to review the

deeds I had said to him I'm not the town attorney

but I did look at them and noticed that and I had

him correct it.

What had to be done is there was a tax map

change needed to divide that piece of the library

with the salt shed to go to the village and keep

the library in the town because that was not their

intention to transfer the library to the village

so a tax map change was done.

I filled out the paperwork, I gave it to

David Sutz, he signed it and the tax map created a

new parcel which was then transferred to the

village along with the highway garage and a small

parcel that was on the side road and I can't
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(Laura Breslin)

remember the name of that side street.  I'm sorry.

Q That's okay.

A I think it's Hickory.  It might be Weygant.

MR. MAHON:  Townsend?

A No.  The one side street across from Jay's, Jay's

Deli.  There's a side street that goes up and

there's a small parcel that belonged to the town.

Q I'm going to break that down a little bit.  Okay?

A Okay.

Q I'm going to show you what has been marked

previously as Plaintiff's Exhibit 3 and 5.

A Okay.  Sure.

Q I'll ask if you can review those and tell me

whether or not you recognize them or not.

A So 215 -- this is actually my handwriting.

(Indicating).  215-5-20.  I do recognize the

deeds.  And part of 5-20, 219-5-20, this is the

library and the highway.  (Indicating).  219-5-20

and 219-5-21.  And it says part of 219-5-20.  And

219-5-8 is the lot on the side street.

Q And what exhibit was that that you're looking at?

A This is Exhibit 3.

Q Do you recognize Exhibit 5?

A Exhibit 5 was 204-1-30.  This is the water
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(Laura Breslin)

district.

Q When you say it's the water district, what do you

mean by that?

A The water district parcel that was transferred to

the town from the village.

Q Is that the parcel that's commonly known as the

Res or Earl Reservoir?

A I believe so, yes.  Then this is Schedule A in

here which is the description of the property.

Q Going back to Exhibit No. 3 --

A Uh-huh.

Q -- there is a recording sheet on the first page,

correct?

A Yes.

Q Is that yes?

A Yes.

Q Did you have any participation in preparing that

sheet?

A No.  I did not.

Q Can you turn the page?

A (Indicating).

Q The next is a deed starting on the second page, is

that correct?

A That's correct.
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(Laura Breslin)

Q Did you have any participation or have any efforts

in connection with preparing that document?

A When I went to file it they had me write on here,

this is my handwriting, return to the Town of

Woodbury and I put the town's address and

attention to the supervisor.

Q Okay.  With respect to the -- other than what

you've just identified did you take part in the

preparation of this document in any other manner?

Just that page for right now.

A No.  I did not.

Q Do you know who did?

A I believe Steve Green prepared the deeds.

Q And why do you say that?

A Because I spoke to him about it and I had asked

him why he was doing that and he said because the

supervisor had asked him to do the deeds.

Q Can you turn the next page, please?

A Uh-huh.

Q That is Schedule A?

A Yes.

Q And it's commonly a description of the property by

metes and bounds, is that correct?

A Correct.
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(Laura Breslin)

Q Did you have any participation or have any efforts

in connection with preparing that Schedule A?

A Only with telling Steve Green in the original

Schedule A that he had the entire 219-5-20 and he

was -- the town's intention was not to transfer

the library parcel.

Q And what do you mean by the library parcel?

A The 219-5-20 was the library.

Q And did it also include other areas other than

that is occupied by the library, the senior center

and parking lot?

A Correct.

Q What else is on that parcel?

A The salt shed.

Q Any other undeveloped land that was part of that?

A There is some -- I believe there's some land that

goes up Route 105.

Q Can you turn the page?

A Sure.

Q And the third page continues with the description,

is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And the description that's set forth here is not

the original description that you said included
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(Laura Breslin)

the entire parcel but in fact now is the modified

portion of that parcel number 20, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay.  Can you turn to the next page?

A (Indicating).

Q And what is that?

A 219-5-8, that is the parcel that's on Townsend and

that was the small parcel that I was referring to

before which I didn't recall the name of the

street.

Q And that's the property description of that

parcel?

A Yes, it is.

Q Can you turn to the next page, please?

A (Indicating).

Q And could you identify what that document is?

A This is the RP-5217 form which is filled out and

given to the clerk's office when the deeds are

filed.

Q Did you have any participation in the creation of

that page?

A I didn't create it.  However, I see on the sales

date I filled it in when I went up to file it.

Q Other than filling in the date did you fill in
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(Laura Breslin)

anything else or have any -- did you assist

anybody with filling out that form?

A No.  This was prepared I believe by Steve Green.

It looks like I might have put the property class

in here, the 600 and 651, and I put in part of.

Q Okay.  Could you look at Exhibit 5, please, and

could you similarly go through each of the pages?

When you get to the Schedule A you can just

describe that generally.

So the first page, did you have any

participation or assist anyone in the preparation

of that first recorded page?

A No.

Q What about the second page?

A Again, on the second page when I was up at the

county clerk's office they ask asked me to put a

return address and I filled in the return address

to the Town of Woodbury, attention David Sutz.

Q And other than that you had no participation in

the creation of that document including assisting

Steven Green or anyone else who created that

document?

A No.  I did not.

Q And what begins on the third page?
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(Laura Breslin)

A Schedule A.

Q And that goes for a while, right?

A Yes.  If I recall it was very long.

Q And that again is the description of the property

by metes and bounds, et cetera, correct?

A Correct.

Q After Schedule A is there anything else attached

to that Exhibit 5?

A 5217.

Q What participation, if any, did you have in the

preparation of that page?

A Up at the county clerk's office when filing it I

filled in the sales contract date and the date of

sale.

Q So is it fair to say that you did not prepare or

assist anyone in preparing either one of those

deeds for the properties that were transferred?

A That's correct.

Q Did you participate in the creation of or assist

someone else in the creation of any maps that were

associated with either one of those deeds?

A No.  Steve Green prepared the maps.

Q Also in connection with the filing of deeds there

is sometimes filed a TP-584, is that correct?
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(Laura Breslin)

A Yes.

Q Did you have any participation or assist anyone

else in preparing a TP-584 for any of these deeds?

A No.  I did not.

Q Do you recall sending former Supervisor Sutz a

list of town and village properties?

A I don't recall but that is -- that is possible.

From time to time whoever is the supervisor, you

know, would ask me to do things of that nature.

Q I'm going to show you what has been marked as

Plaintiff's Exhibit 12.

A Okay.

Q Can you identify that for me, please?

A Yes.

Q What is it?

A That's an e-mail from me.

Q To whom?

A To David Sutz and it lists all the town and

village properties.

Q What does the e-mail state?

A Attached to the list are the town and village

owned properties and it's dated February 13th,

2017.

Q Thanks.  And what was the purpose of preparing
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(Laura Breslin)

that list?

A Other than his request I don't recall.

Q But David Sutz asked you to prepare a list of the

town owned properties and the village owned

properties within Woodbury and your e-mail

complied with that request and attached to your

e-mail is that listing?

A Yes.

Q And you didn't know what it was for at the time?

A I don't recall.

Q I'm going to show you what was previously marked

as Plaintiff's Exhibit 10.

A Okay.

Q Can you identify that for me, please?

A This is the revised description from Steve that 

I sent to David of the deed to be filed for the

library parcel and the highway.

Q So is that the revision that you said that you

identified as needing to be accomplished in order

to stay within the intent of the town and the

village in transferring these properties?

A I believe so, yes.  In this description it says

part of 219-5-20.

Q And you were the one that caused that revision by
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(Laura Breslin)

advising Steve Green that it was not the intent of

the board to transfer the entirety of 20?

A That's correct.

Q Did you do that on the direction of David Sutz or

anyone else or that was as a result of your own

knowledge of what the intent of the village and

town boards was -- were?

A It was from my own knowledge and I also spoke to

David about it.

Q And what conversation did you have with David

about that?  And David meaning David Sutz, the

former supervisor?

A David Sutz, the former supervisor.  I don't recall

but I believe I mentioned to him that the entire,

you know, library parcel was being transferred and

I had Steve correct it to just reflect the salt

shed and I did ask him how they wanted it divided

and that he should speak with Steve because Steve

had to draw the maps and he had to know how much

property was to go to the village.

Q And after that conversation did you have any

conversation, further conversations with Steve

Green or former Supervisor Sutz with respect to

how to delineate the portion of lot 20 that was
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(Laura Breslin)

going to be transferred from the town to the

village?

A That really wasn't up to me to decide where the

line would go.

Q Regardless of whether or not it was up to you did

you have any further conversations with either

Steve Green or David Sutz or anyone else

concerning how that parcel 20 was going to be

divided?

A Steve sent me a map and I showed it to David.

Q And when you showed it to David what did you tell

David?

A This is where the line was going and if this --

you know, was that where he wanted the line to be.

Q And what was his response?

A I believe he agreed to the change.

Q And that change is reflected in the deed that you

had previously identified --

A Yes.

Q -- as Exhibit 3?

A Part of.

Q Is that yes?

A Yes.

Q I'm going to show you what has been previously

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24



    20

    

(Laura Breslin)

marked as Plaintiff's Exhibit 11.  Can you

identify that for me, please?

A It's an e-mail from Steve Green attaching the deed

for the Woodbury water district to the Town of

Woodbury.  He asked me for look it over.

Q When you say the Woodbury water district, the

Woodbury water district owned more than one parcel

of land, is that correct?

A I can check that.  I believe if my memory is

correct that parcels for the water district were

transferred over to the village when the village

was formed and that this was the only parcel left

in the water district's name but I'm not a hundred

percent sure of that.

Q At the time of -- at what time are you referencing

that it was the only one left?

A At the time of this transfer.  (Indicating).

Q Which was in August of 2017?

A 2017.

Q Do you know why this remaining parcel of land that

was owned by the Town of Woodbury water district

was not transferred to the village?

A I do not know why.

Q And when I say transferred to the village,
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(Laura Breslin)

transferred to the village upon its creation

rather than later on through this deed.

A I don't know why.  I don't know if it was an

oversight or it was intentional.  I don't know.

Q Now, during this time of discussing with Steve

Green and David Sutz and anyone else that you

might have discussed this property transfer, were

you -- did you participate in any discussions or

were you otherwise aware regarding the relative

value of the properties being transferred?

MR. MAHON:  I'm going to object to

the form of the question.  You can answer

the question if you understand it.

A Was I aware of the value of the properties?

Q Any discussions concerning the relative value of

the properties being transferred?

A No.  There was no discussion.

Q Now, what is your -- strike that.  Can you

describe for me what are the duties of a town

assessor?

A The town assessor puts together the assessment

roll each year.  We review all the building

permits, the COs and we go out an inspect

properties and it's my job to put the values on
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(Laura Breslin)

all of the properties.  I also handled all of the

tax cert cases, so all the small claims cases, and

administered all of the exemptions that the town

gives.

Q When you say the small claims cases, are you

referring to the SCAR procedures?

A Yes.

Q If someone decides not to proceed with a tax

certiorari but instead decided to try to resolve

the differences with the county getting involved?

A The -- can you say that again?

Q Sure.  When you said the small claims obligations

that you have was that in connection with the SCAR

hearings with the County of Orange?

A That's correct.

Q Now, when you say you put together the assessment

roll, what exactly is the assessment roll?

A The assessment roll consists of all the taxable

properties, wholly exempt properties, railroad

ceilings, special franchises, state lands and my

job is to put values on those properties.

Q Do you know of any way that a value can be placed

on a recreational property that is not intended

ever to be sold?
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(Laura Breslin)

A Yes.

Q How would you go about doing that?

A The value on the recreational properties are put

on basically from cost.

Q So you assess the value --

A And value of the land.  

Q Go ahead.  I'm sorry. 

A The value of the land and the cost of the

structures on the land.

Q And that's the market value of the land?

A Yes.

Q Is there any other way to assess property other

than market value?

A No.  I mean there is as an appraiser but for

purposes of the assessment roll it's market value.

Q Why don't you describe for me the difference

between an appraisal and an assessment?

A An appraisal -- as an appraiser I put value on one

property and we based it on the sales comparables.

As an assessor I also use sales comparables but I

am putting value on multiple properties and I have

to have assessments on the properties that are

equitable.  You're looking at a mass appraisal.

Q Now, between February 16th of 2017 and August 17th
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(Laura Breslin)

of 2017 which is the period upon which the

discussions have been had concerning the transfer

of these properties from the town to the village

and the village to the town was there any

opportunity for the town board members to ask you

concerning the value of the relative properties or

the relative value of the properties?  I

apologize.

MR. MAHON:  I object to the form of

the question.  You can answer it if you

understand it.

A Was there any opportunity?

Q Opportunity for the town board members to come to

you and ask you about the value of the properties

that were being transferred?

MR. MAHON:  The same objection.

A They -- they could have come, yes.  There was

opportunity.

Q So if a town board member at any time during that

period or others would come to you and ask you

about the value of any properties you would advise

them what you believed the value of the properties

to be in your assessment roll, is that correct?

A Yes.
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(Laura Breslin)

MR. MAHON:  Objection to the form of

that question.

Q When was the first time that you had any

discussions with then council member Palermo or

any other council member other than the supervisor

concerning these property transfers?

A I don't recall having conversations with any of

them.

Q Even in 2018 or thereafter?

A I spoke with then Supervisor Palermo.

Q And when did you speak with then Supervisor

Palermo about these properties?

A Shortly after he took over he had asked me whether

or not the deeds were filed for the highway

transfer and I told him it was done in August of

2017.

Q And do you recall exactly when in January that

would have occurred of 2018?

A No.  I do not.

Q Was it the beginning of January versus the latter

part of January?

A Honestly I do not remember.

Q And if he had come to you any time prior to

January 1 and after August 18th when the deeds

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24



    26

    

(Laura Breslin)

were filed would you have given him the same

answer?

A Yes.

Q And after you said that the deeds were filed on

August 18th, 2017 to then Supervisor Palermo what

did he say in return?

A He was surprised.  He was unaware that the

transfer took place.

Q Did he say anything else?

A I don't remember the exact conversations.

Q Do you recall if there was anything else that you

said other than telling him the date that it was

filed?

A He did -- I think he did at that time ask me

questions on when did it get filed.  I told him

that I filed the deeds.

Q Anything else that you can recall?

A Because Supervisor Sutz had requested that I do so

and I don't recall the entire conversation.

Q Did you have any further conversations with then

Supervisor Palermo or any other town board members

after that initial discussion in January of 2018?

A I did -- I know that I spoke with Supervisor

Palermo.  He had had some more questions for me
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(Laura Breslin)

but, no, I don't recall speaking to any board

members.

Q What were those other circumstances where

Supervisor Palermo had discussed this matter

further with you after your initial meeting in

January of 2018?

A (No response). 

Q Do you remember anything that he said to you?

A No, I don't.

Q Do you remember the topic of the conversation?

A I think he asked me why they were transferred and

I had told -- I know I told him that David had

said to me because the highway went over to the

village because the village now controlled the

highway and that the town was paying the insurance

on the building and they felt that they should

give it to the village and not incur that cost.

Q And again when you refer to David you're talking

about former Town Supervisor David Sutz?

A David Sutz, yes.

Q Other than what you have previously testified to

do you recall any other discussions with Steven

Green concerning the property transfers?

A Steve Green called me and told me that there was a
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(Laura Breslin)

lawsuit going on and that he had to go and give

testimony.

Q Now, I don't want you to tell me the substance of

any such conversations but I'm going to ask you

whether or not you had any conversations with the

town's attorneys while they were preparing the

lawsuit papers.

A Yes, I did.

Q Did you have any participation in procuring the

payment for the services for Steve Green

concerning the property transfers?

A No.

Q Did you have any discussions with anyone

concerning the need or the lack of need for

subdivision approval for lot 20?

A Yes.

Q And who did you have those discussions with?

A Steve Green, David Sutz, the supervisor, Mike

Queenan, the mayor.  Steve had drawn the maps and

I had said to them we're doing a subdivision and

the Town of Woodbury does not accept subdivisions

by deed and I know that it was the town but that's

not something that's typically done and they spoke

with Maria Hunter who was the chairperson of the
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(Laura Breslin)

planning board and asked her to sign off on the

map but she did not feel comfortable with that and

did not do it.

Q I'm going to back it up a little bit.  So what

were the conversations you had with Steve Green

about that?

A He prepared the map and I -- he -- we needed to

have the tax map change done and I said to him we

don't do the subdivisions by deed which he already

knew and I went down and I spoke with the

supervisor at the time.  He was with the mayor and

we spoke about it and I gave them the map.

Q I'm going to show you what's been marked as

Plaintiff's Exhibit 1.  Is this the map that you

were referencing?

MR. GOLDEN:  Off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)

A I can't see the small print.

BY MR. GOLDEN:  

Q I'm going to show you what has been previously

marked as Plaintiff's Exhibit 8 which is

essentially the same document but in a larger

format.  Do you recognize that document?

A Yes.  This is the map prepared by Steve Green.
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(Laura Breslin)

MR. MAHON:  And just by counsel,

Mr. Green did testify that that map is the

same as the little one except the little

one is stamped and that's not stamped.

A Okay.

Q And this was the map that you were just referring

to earlier in your answer about the division of

lot 20?

A Yes.

Q What was your conversation to the best that you

recall with Supervisor Sutz concerning that map

and the subdivision aspect of it?

A Well, we cannot subdivide the lot without going

through the planning board and getting the

approval and that they were trying do it by deed

and that's not something that the Town of Woodbury

has done in the past and I just wanted them to be

aware of that and that's why they went and spoke

with Maria Hunter.

Q Did you have any conversations with Maria Hunter?

A No.  I did not.

Q Is it the role of the town assessor to designate

tax parcels when land is divided?

A Can you elaborate on that?
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(Laura Breslin)

Q Sure.  Each parcel of land in the Town of Woodbury

and the Village of Woodbury have tax map

designations, is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q That's by section, block and lot number?

A That's correct.

Q Is it the role of the town assessor to assign

those numbers to parcels?

A No.  It is not.

Q And whose role is that?

A Steve Green's at the tax map department.

Q And that would be Steve Green in his role as a

county employee in the real property tax division

for Orange County?

A That's correct.

Q And not in his role that you've discussed

previously of drawing up deeds and the maps for

this transfer?

A That's correct.

Q So do you know how, if it occurred, that -- well,

strike that.  Do you know that after the filing of

the deeds separate section, block and lot numbers

were assigned to the two portions of what was

previously lot 20?
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(Laura Breslin)

A Yes, they were.

Q And that was done by the county?

A That was done by the county.

Q And then once you receive those tax parcel numbers

from the county is it not your job as town

assessor to go ahead and place an assessment on

each of those parcels?

A Yes.  And I would create those parcels in our

computer system, delete the old parcels and --

Q Assign a value?

A -- assign a value.

Q Anything else that you do with respect to that?

A No.  That's it.  In regards to Steve with the

subdivisions typically the subdivision maps would

come in after they were approved by the planning

board that's how he would create the new parcels

and the maps.  There are times when the Town of

Woodbury has gotten deeds in and parcels were

being split by deed and we do not process them.

We hold them aside, get in touch with the attorney

and tell them that they have to go through the

planning board in order for that subdivision to be

made and that is why I brought that to the

supervisor's attention.
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(Laura Breslin)

Q But nobody was bringing you proof of an approved

subdivision by the village planning board and

asking you to assign numbers to it, correct? 

A No.  That doesn't happen.  It goes to the county

first, the tax map department.  It gets filed in

the county clerk's office and then it goes on to

the tax map department.

Q Right.  And then you get notified from the county

tax map department that in fact there has been a

subdivision of parcels?

A That's correct.

Q Whether by deed or otherwise and then you go ahead

and assign a value?

A That's correct.

Q And if you are aware that there was no subdivision

approval by the planning board as in this case

what is your role then when you receive tax map

designations for portions of what was previously a

singular lot?

A I cannot process them unless it was -- unless they

had the planning board approval.

Q So what did you do when you got the tax map

designations for what was previously lot 20 being

divided into two parcels?
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(Laura Breslin)

A I called Steve and told him that we needed

planning board approval and I brought it down to

the supervisor.

Q And then what happened?

A They spoke with Maria Hunter.  Like I said before

she was not comfortable and they wanted to go

ahead and do it by deed so I processed it.

Q And when you say you processed it, what exactly

did you do?

A I put the new parcels on the assessment roll and I

deleted the old parcel.

Q And you assigned assessment values to each of

those parcels?

A Uh-huh.  Yes, I did.

Q Did you have any conversation directly with Mayor

Queenan concerning this process?

A He was with the David Sutz when I spoke with them.

Q Go ahead.  I'm sorry.

A When I spoke to David.

Q When you say he was with him, was he immediately

next to him or was he in the same room or out in

the hall or what do you recall?

A They were both in the town clerk's office.

Q Physically in the town clerk's office?
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(Laura Breslin)

A Yes.

Q Do you know whether or not Mayor Queenan was

listening to what you were saying or not?

A Yes, he was.

Q And how do you know that?

A Because he said that they were going to speak to

Maria Hunter.

Q Do you have any knowledge of whether or not Earl

Reservoir property was dedicated parkland?

A No.

Q If it was a dedicated parkland does that carry

with it any designation of such in the assessment

of that property?

A (No response).

Q Let me rephrase that.  If there is property that

is dedicated parkland does your assessment roll

note that in any way?

A There's a class code for parkland, yes.

Recreational property and town owned properties,

village owned properties are typically exempt.

Q Exempt from what?

A Taxation.

Q Do you not assign an assessment value then?

A Yes.  There's an assessment value on them, yes.
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(Laura Breslin)

Q And what is the designation on your assessment

roll when something is parkland?

A The class code escapes me right now.

Q Would that have been on the other sheet?

A Yes.

Q Could you take a look at that, please, to refresh

your recollection?

A Yes.

Q What exhibit are you looking at?

MR. MAHON:  12.

Q Laura, Exhibit 12 is what you're looking at?

A Exhibit 12, yes.

Q Thank you.

A And that was 204.

Q I think it would be in Exhibit 5, the deed

transfer, if that's what you were looking for.

A The class code is 682.

Q And what does that class code mean?

A I believe it's -- I believe it's for the water

properties but, again, offhand I don't know.

Q Was that classification number 682 you said?

A Correct.

Q Is that part of a standard classification system

for assessors throughout the State of New York?
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(Laura Breslin)

A Yes.  We have a list class codes.  They start in

the 100s and go up to the 800s.

Q But you don't recall sitting here today what 682

is as a classification?

A No.  I do not know the specific code.

Q Prior to characterizing a property as parkland do

you do any independent investigation as to whether

or not there was a formal offer and acceptance of

a property as parkland?

A Yes.

Q And so if in fact you classified this as parkland

you would have some evidence that it was

officially offered for and accepted by the

municipality as dedicated parkland?

A There's usually a resolution.

Q And that would be in your files?

A Yes.

Q And if there was no resolution in the files what

would that indicate?

A Either the Town of Woodbury didn't keep the

resolution or that it wasn't dedicated.

Q Okay. 

A In that case I would check with the town clerk

because she is the records keeper and would have
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(Laura Breslin)

all of the resolutions.

MR. GOLDEN:  I'll ask for the

production of the -- let me ask a couple

of questions first.

BY MR. GOLDEN:  

Q So for every parcel of property do you have a

separate file?

A Yes, I do.

Q And so you would maintain a file for the Earl

Reservoir property as a discreet file in the town

assessor's office?

A Yes.

MR. GOLDEN:  I ask for a copy of that

file.

MR. MAHON:  And it's noted.

MR. GOLDEN:  Well, we're at the post

note of issue so I need to know whether or

not --

MR. MAHON:  Right.  I mean we'll

contact the clerk and we'll get it

immediately.

MR. GOLDEN:  I'm not saying about

when.  We still have to exchange

documents.  
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(Laura Breslin)

MR. MAHON:  Sure.  

MR. GOLDEN:  I just want to make sure

you're not objecting to the production of

that.

MR. MAHON:  I'm not objecting to

that.

MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  

BY MR. GOLDEN:  

Q Go ahead.  I'm sorry.  Laura, you wanted to say

something?

A Many of the files, especially on these wholly

exempt properties are just -- just consist of a

card.  Okay?

Q Okay.  That's fine.

A Uh-huh.  

Q I just want to know whatever it is that you have.

A Yeah.

Q Do you remember the first time that you ever got

involved with the property transfers that occurred

in August of 2017?

A I believe in the fall of 2016 David Sutz had asked

me if I could recommend a surveyor for the

property, the town properties.  At that time I

recommended Steve Green.  He was the only person
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(Laura Breslin)

that I knew offhand and he also spoke with the

building inspector who also recommended Steve

Green and he then got in touch with Steve Green.

Q From the fall of 2016 to August 18th, 2017 are you

aware of any efforts by any town or village

officials or employees to keep the town attorney

and town board from obtaining any evidence of

those property transfers?

MR. MAHON:  Objection to the form of

the question.

Q Do you understand that question?

A Uh-huh.

Q Okay.  You can answer it.

A I have no way of knowing that.

Q So you're not aware of any efforts that were taken

to keep them in the dark so to speak?  

A No.  I don't know either way.

Q No.  I understand that.  

A Because I'm not privy to what goes on with the

supervisor and the town board, you know.

Q And my question to you is not that I was presuming

that you did know.  I just wanted to know whether

or not you knew.  That's all.

A Okay.
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(Laura Breslin)

Q And you're saying that you know of no efforts that

were taken to keep them in the dark?

A I'm not aware of any.

MR. GOLDEN:  I have no further

questions.

MR. MAHON:  Ms. Breslin, I have a

couple of questions for you.  Just

follow-up questions.

BY MR. MAHON:  

Q Ms. Breslin, let me ask you -- well, first of all,

I represent the Town of Woodbury in this matter as

you probably know and I work with Joe McKay.  Just

a couple of follow-up questions.

During this time when former Supervisor Sutz

was working with you with respect to the deeds and

the property information did you ever notify

attorney McKay that the deeds were being prepared?

A No.

Q Did David Sutz ever tell you that he had spoken

with attorney McKay about the deeds?

A No.  He --

Q Were you going to say something?

A He -- I did ask him why he was not using the town

attorney and he said because it was cheaper.
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(Laura Breslin)

Q Because it was cheaper?

A Yeah.  To have Steve Green do it.

MR. GOLDEN:  Could I ask who she

referred to when she said he?

Q When you said he did you mean David Sutz?

A That's correct.

Q Did David Sutz ever tell you if he showed the

deeds and the recording documents to any other

attorney?

A No.  He didn't tell me that.

Q Do you know independently if that happened?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q I'm going to show you what's been marked

previously as Plaintiff's Exhibit 6.  I'm going to

describe it to you and then show it to you.  These

are the minutes of the village board meeting held

at the town hall on July 27th, 2017.

Please tell me if you recognize the document

and if you've seen it before.

A I do get each meeting's minutes sent to me by

e-mail when I was the assessor.

Q Is that both for the town and the village?

A Yes.

Q Because your jurisdiction as the assessor covered
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(Laura Breslin)

the town and the village?

A That's correct.

Q Now, let me show you also what's been marked as

Plaintiff's Exhibit 7 which are the minutes of a

town board meeting, not the village board meeting,

and it was held on July 20th, 2017.

Do you see that?

A Yes, I do.

Q And I'm going to refer you to the language at the

bottom of the first page and I'll read it and then

I'll ask you a question about it.  There was a

motion then offered by Councilman Aaron, seconded

by Councilman Hunter to authorize the supervisor

to sign any and all documents related to a

property exchange with the Village of Woodbury as

follows, upon final preparation, review and

authorization by counsel.

Do you see that?

A Yes, I do.

Q As of this date, July 20th, 2017, do you know who

the attorney was for the town?

A The town attorney was Joe McKay.

Q And how long did you work for the town as the

assessor?
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(Laura Breslin)

A Eleven and a half years.

Q And so all through 2016, '17 and '18 you were the

town assessor?

A That's correct.

Q Do you know -- I asked you before if somebody told

you but let me ask you the question this way.  Do

you know if in fact there was a final preparation,

review and authorization by counsel of the deeds

for the transaction that we've been discussing?

A To my knowledge, no, there was not.

Q Did you ever speak to Maria Hunter about this

transaction?

A No.

Q Other than the one conversation concerning David

Sutz and Mike Queenan who were there in the

clerk's office at the same time have you ever

spoken to Mayor Queenan again or separately about

the deed transaction?

A I don't recall speaking to him again.

Q Do you know of any other reason why David Sutz did

not show the deeds for this transaction to the

attorney for the town?

MR. GOLDEN:  Objection to the form of

the question but if you understand it you
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(Laura Breslin)

can answer it.

A No.  I don't know why he didn't show it to him.

Q Okay. 

A Other than he had Steve Green prepare it and

thought it was cheaper.

Q Okay.  Now, were you aware at the time that the

deeds were being prepared for this transaction,

town land to the village and village land to the

town, were you aware at that time that there was 

a vote that was conditioned upon final

preparation, review and authorization by counsel?

A No.

Q Did you learn that later on?

A Yes.

Q When for the first time did you learn that?

A When I spoke with the Supervisor Palermo and Joe

McKay.

MR. MAHON:  I don't have any further

questions.

BY MR. GOLDEN:  

Q When was that time when you spoke with Supervisor

Palermo and Joe McKay that you just referenced?

A Sometime in the spring of 2018.

MR. GOLDEN:  I have no further
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(Laura Breslin)

questions.

MR. MAHON:  Okay.  Thank you very

much.

THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

        (Whereupon, the examination of 

     Laura Breslin was concluded.) 

 

 

 

+ + + 
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(Laura Breslin)

 

     STATE OF NEW YORK  ) 
             ) ss.: 

     COUNTY OF _______  ) 

 

 

I have read the foregoing record of my testimony 

     taken at the time and place noted in the heading 

     hereof and I do hereby acknowledge it to be a 

     true and correct transcript of same. 

 

 

____________________________ 

     Laura Breslin  

 

 

     Sworn to before me this 

     _____ day of ____________, ____. 

 

     _______________________________ 
 

Notary Public 
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(Laura Breslin)

       I N D E X 

 
 
EXAMINATION BY:           PAGE: 
 
 

   
Mr. Golden         4, 45 
Mr. Mahon            41 
 
 
 
 
EXHIBITS MARKED FOR ID: 

 
 
 
(None) 
 
 
 
 
 
INFORMATION TO BE SUPPLIED/FILLED IN: 
 
 
 
Copy of the Earl Reservoir property file.  38 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS MARKED FOR RULINGS: 
 
 
 
(None) 
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(Laura Breslin)

 

 

 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

 

 

         I, Kim A. Zgrodek, a Shorthand Reporter and 

Notary Public of the State of New York, do hereby 

certify that I recorded stenographically the 

proceedings herein at the time and place noted in 

the heading hereof and that the foregoing is an 

accurate and complete transcript of same to the best 

of my knowledge and belief. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

       Kim A. Zgrodek 
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