
  Town Board Minutes                            November 15, 2012  
  

Minutes of the Town Board Meeting held at Town Hall on November 15, 2012 at 7:30PM 
 
Present: John Burke, Supervisor 
  Timothy Arone, Frank Palermo, Marilyn Prestia and James Skoufis, Councilpersons 
Absent:  None 
Also Present: Robert Weyant, Highway Superintendent; Richard Vasquez, Police Chief; Maria Hunter,  
  Village Planning Board 
 
I. Administrative Business: 
a. Acceptance of Minutes: 
 Motion was offered by Councilman Arone, seconded by Councilman Skoufis, to accept the 
minutes of the regular meeting held November 1, 2012. 
ADOPTED AYES 5 Burke, Arone, Palermo, Prestia, Skoufis 
  NOES 0 
 
b. Approval of Abstract: 
 Motion was offered by Councilwoman Prestia, seconded by Councilman Palermo, to approve 
Abstract 23 containing Vouchers #20122371 -#20122522 (less voucher #20122520, check #8228) and 
totaling $349,320.45. 
ADOPTED AYES 5 Burke, Arone, Palermo, Prestia, Skoufis 
  NOES 0 
 
c. Budget Modifications: 
 Motion was offered by Supervisor Burke, seconded by Councilman Palermo, to approve a 
modification to the budget of the General Fund by increasing A599 (Appropriated Fund Balance) by $610 
and increasing A1364.400 (Expenditures on Property Acquired for Taxes) by $610. 
ADOPTED AYES 5 Burke, Arone, Palermo, Prestia, Skoufis 
  NOES 0 
 
d. Appointment to Beautification Commission: 
 Motion was offered by Supervisor Burke, seconded by Councilman Palermo, to appoint Joseph 
Telesca to the Beautification Commission. 
ADOPTED AYES 5 Burke, Arone, Palermo, Prestia, Skoufis 
  NOES 0 
 
II. Old Business: 
a. Adoption of FY2013 Budget: 
 Motion was offered by Councilman Arone, seconded by Councilwoman Prestia, to adopt the 
FY2013 budget, as printed at the beginning of the 2013 minute book. 
ADOPTED AYES 5 Burke, Arone, Palermo, Prestia, Skoufis 
  NOES 0 
 
III. New Business: 
a. Advertise for Bids – Purchase of Vehicles: 
 Motion was offered by Supervisor Burke, seconded by Councilman Skoufis, to authorize the 
Town Clerk to advertise for bids for the purchase of one vehicle (pick-up) for the Highway Department 
and one vehicle (Chassis Cab with Dump Body) for the Buildings and Grounds Department. 
ADOPTED AYES 5 Burke, Arone, Palermo, Prestia, Skoufis 
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  NOES 0 
 
IV. Department Reports: 
 a. Supervisor’s Report: 
Motion was offered by Councilman Skoufis, seconded by Councilman Palermo, to approve the October 
2012 Supervisor’s Report for receipts totaling $604,743.19 and disbursements totaling $1,435,089.41. 
ADOPTED AYES 5 Burke, Arone, Palermo, Prestia, Skoufis 
  NOES 0 
 b. Town Clerk’s Report – October 2012 
 c. False Alarm Report – September 2012 
 d. Parks/Recreation Minutes – October 9, 2012 
 e. Animal/Goose Control Report – October 2012 
 f. Police/Communications Report – October 2012 
 g. Beautification Commission Minutes – November 8, 2012 
 h. Library Minutes – None Received 
 i. Budget vs. Actual – October 2012 
 
V. Public Comment: 
 Supervisor Burke stated prior to Hurricane Sandy’s arrival, Village Building Inspector Gary 
Thomasberger called a meeting that was attended by all departments (Village and Town) so a plan could 
be established with regards to response and action.  He recognized several departments for their efforts 
during and after the Hurricane, including the Superintendent Robert Weyant, the Highway Department, 
all Emergency Services, Building Department, Water/Sewer Department, Police Department, and the 
Buildings & Grounds Department.  He called special attention to Superintendent Weyant for the endless 
hours he was available during the entire event, the Police Department for the handling of the gas station 
lines in an orderly fashion, the School District for immediately establishing the High School as a shelter, 
the Buildings & Grounds Department for lowering Cormwell Lake and Earl’s Reservoir prior to the storm 
to avoid flooding and the various civic and community organizations that reached out to provide 
assistance wherever needed.  He added that he recognizes employees are here to serve the public but 
wanted to stress that all were very prepared.  He then noted that Superintendent Weyant worked very 
closely with Orange & Rockland so that the power could be turned on as quickly as possible to our 
residents.  He ended by stating that the citizens of Woodbury are the real heroes and the ones that kept 
their cool during the entire situation.  They understood Town and Village officials were doing what they 
could to get the power back on.  He stressed that the employees are that well prepared because the 
residents pay for all the training with their tax dollars.  He hopes we have proved that we spend the 
funds wisely.  The Board members also recognized Supervisor Burke’s dedication and time during the 
storm as well. 
 
 The entire Board and others congratulated Councilman Skoufis on his recent election to the 
State Assembly.  All agreed it would be a benefit for Woodbury to have one of our own representing us 
on the State level.  Councilman Skoufis thanked the Board and public for the overwhelming support.  
 
 Councilman Palermo, thanked Supervisor Burke and Budget Officer Pitt for the work they each 
did on the FY2013 budget.  He also recognized Councilwoman Prestia for her work and dedication to the 
process at all the daily meetings. 
 
 Clerk Potvin announced that a dog enumeration will begin December 1, 2012. 
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 Superintendent Weyant noted that he was proud of his department and their abilities during 
the recent Hurricane. 
 
 Chief Vasquez also thanked his department for the wonderful job they did and keeping the 
public updated through social media. 
 
 Maria Hunter stated the Beautification Commission will begin decorating for the holidays on 
November 17.  The last two Planning Board meetings have been canceled due to storms but there is one 
being held on November 21, although the traffic review of the Woodbury Common application will be 
rescheduled.  She thanked the 35+ election inspectors that worked the November 6 General Election 
and Jay’s Deli for sending over pizzas at dinnertime that evening.  
 
 Robert Hunter suggested the Board re-evaluate the drawdown of Earl’s Reservoir and suggested 
the drain valve be looked at to make it more effective and safer.  Supervisor Burke stated the drainage 
valve has been looked at closely and the engineers are being asked their opinion on the issue. Regarding 
the Hurricane, Mr. Hunter noted that 90% of the damage was due to power lines that came down by 
falling trees.  He asked if there was some way to put more pressure on the utility companies to prune 
the trees better, or remove dead trees, so that there would be less possibility of trees causing outages.  
Supervisor Burke stated the Town currently has a very aggressive program with Orange & Rockland and 
they remove trees along right-of-ways that are pointed out by our employees.  The Nelson Company, 
which is a subcontractor of Orange & Rockland, are seen throughout the Town frequently trimming.  
Most of the trees that came down were live pine trees, which have no root system.  These are the type 
that tore most of the power lines down.  In addition to Orange & Rockland, the Highway Department 
also trims trees due to low hanging branches obstructing roadways causing a safety issue. 
 
8:12PM – Executive Session: 
 Motion was offered by Councilwoman Prestia, seconded by Councilman Palermo, to enter into 
an executive session pursuant to the Article 7 of the Public Officers Law to discuss one item relating to 
contractual negotiations of the PBA Contract. 
ADOPTED AYES 5 Burke, Arone, Palermo, Prestia, Skoufis 
  NOES 0 
 
VI. Adjournment: 
 With no further business to discuss or comments received, a motion was offered by 
Councilwoman Prestia, seconded by Councilman Palermo, to end the executive session and adjourn the 
meeting at 10:10PM. 
ADOPTED AYES 5 Burke, Arone, Palermo, Prestia, Skoufis 
  NOES 0 
 
 
 
 
      Desiree Potvin, Town Clerk 


