WOODBURY
SEPTEMBER
NEWSLETTER
From Supervisor Burke and Mayor Giacomazza

September Awareness

DEPRESSION,
SUICIDE

SHOW SUPPORT

September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month —a time to raise awareness of this stigmatized, and often
taboo, topic. We use this month to shift public perception, spread hope and share vital information to people
affected by suicide. Our goal is ensuring that individuals, friends and families have access to the resources they
need to discuss suicide prevention and to seek help. Be alert and if someone you know needs help call or text
988 .

“Never, Never, Never Give Up.” ~ Winston Churchill

HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH
Independence Day for several countries
The reason Hispanic Heritage Month runs from Sept. 15 through
Oct. 15 is that Sept. 15 is significant to several Latin American
countries. It is the anniversary of independence for Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua.
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Supervisor Burke’s Thoughts as we
head into Fall
As we entered the month of September as a community, we kept top of mind how
fragile we have become as a society. The past few years have been challenging and
we continue to persevere. Working in our community, assisting where we can,
providing support during times of desolation. Many took part in the Suicide walk on
September 25th and we thank you for coming out.
The community enjoyed various positive events in September; movie night at the
Rez, Labor Day BBQ, Fall in Love with Fall at the Senior Center, & he list goes on. I
would like to take a moment to talk about the year thus far. We were blessed to have
our new John P. Burke Memorial Pool open. In addition, the Pavilion’s roof was
replaced, a new basketball court, expanded parking areas, all combined brought
over 38,000 visitors in 10 weeks! We cannot forget about our School Resource
Officers who made sure safety was top of mind continuously.

The Earl Reservoir was graced with a new pickleball court. The Court House was
completed and dedicated to Judge Edward Kellman. The newest project has begun
with the ADA enhancements at the Senior Center.
Fall began and it was time to move forward with the 2023 Budgeting process for the
Town of Woodbury. My number one priority is to maintain the level of services our
community is entitled to and deserves with the cost to the taxpayers uppermost in
mind. This can be an arduous process; however, I intend to do my best to represent
the taxpayers by developing a budget that continues to balance quality services,
maintain/enhance our infrastructure, and be fiscally responsible.
Fall is a time for transformation for us personally and for the environment. It is a time
of rebirth, new ventures. I ask you to continue to embrace the change and look
forward to what is yet to come.
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Senator Skoufis Awards
$250,000 to Rehabilitate
Central Valley Fire House
◦ Senator James Skoufis (D-Hudson Valley) joined Village of
Woodbury Mayor Andrew Giacomazza (R-Woodbury) and local fire
department leadership to announce $250,000 in grant funding
that will enable the rehabilitation and revitalization of the Central
Valley Fire House. These investments will allow for interior and
exterior improvements to return full functionality to the building as
part of the Woodbury Fire Department.
◦ “As a former Town of Woodbury councilman, I’m delighted to bring
this much-needed funding back to support the safety and health of
area residents,” said Senator Skoufis. “When it really counts, our first
responders should be focused on providing excellent care for our
homes and our neighbors, not worrying about keeping the lights
on. I am honored to bring local tax dollars right back home to
support Woodbury Fire and their all-volunteer services.”
◦ “Any elected official’s greatest local resource is their residents,” said
Mayor Giacomazza. “Volunteer EMS and fire departments are
dependent on residents to survive. Recognizing that, Senator
Skoufis has worked with local government agencies to invest in our
emergency services, and for that, we are forever grateful to him.”
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ASSEMBLYMAN COLIN
SCHMITT AWARDS
WOODBURY PUBLIC
LIBRARY GRANT
◦ On September 13th, Assemblyman Colin J. Schmitt presented
the Woodbury Public Library, Ida Cornell Branch, with $25,000
for their building improvement project. This project will help
replace the entry walkway, stairs and ADA compliant ramp.
◦ Thomas J. Burke, Woodbury Town Supervisor, stated, “I, along
with the Town Board, am appreciative of Assemblyman Colin
Schmitt’s generosity and for choosing Woodbury to receive this
$25,000 grant which will benefit the Ida Cornell Library in
Central Valley, NY. Libraries are a source of knowledge and
learning and their continued enhancements are key for our
future generations.”

◦ Kate Luciani, Woodbury Town Councilwoman, stated, “It
was a great honor to stand with Assemblyman Colin
Schmitt and other elected officials as he presented Ida
Cornell Branch Library with a $25,000 check. Along with
Monroe Councilwoman Dorey Houle, County Legislator
Pete Tuohy and Woodbury Town Supervisor Tom Burke,
Assembly Schmitt presented the check to our library
Director Sara Johnson and Library Board member Cathy
Schmidt. We appreciate all that Assemblyman Schmitt
does for our Woodbury community. “
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Parks & Recreation Summer
Attendance Stats
•

•

•
•

JP Burke Memorial Pool attendance comparing
2022 vs. 2019 had an additional 18,619 people
who attended; +123%
Number of guests grew by 1,864 or 48% when
comparing 2022 vs. 2019.

Rez attendance comparing 2022 vs. 2021 was
flat , no increase.
Number of guests increased by 1,208 or +73%,
when comparing 2022 vs. 2021.

•

Camp attendance 2022 vs. 2021 overall was
+4.3%.

•

Swim Lessons 2022 vs. 2019 was +5.3%.
•

No swimming lessons occurred in 2020 or 2021.
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Senior Center Events
- Fall in Love with Fall
▪ Our Woodbury Seniors enjoyed a delicious potluck
which is held every first Thursday of the month at
1pm!
▪ The Seniors also enjoyed a Fall in love with Fall Party
where they indulged on a buffet of catered food
from many different Woodbury establishments
including Amalfi's Pizzeria, Jay's Deli, Jorge's Kitchen
and Mario's.
▪ We would like to congratulate Kathy Pascale as our
September Senior of the Month.
▪ As a friendly reminder, the Senior Center hosts a
grief support group which meets every 1st and 3rd
Friday of the month at 3pm.
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Woodbury Parks &
Recreation Paint &
Snack
◦ Join us on Saturdays from 9-10:30am
◦ Ages 4 – 10
◦ We will hold two four-week sessions - $20 per
session
◦ Different THEME each week!
◦ Session 1: Oct. 15th, 22nd, 29th, & Nov. 5th
◦ Session 2: Nov. 12th, 19th, 26th, & Dec. 3rd

◦ Please call to sign up @ (845) 928-9588, ext. 6
◦ 20 children per session & payment in advance is
required
◦ Woodbury residents only
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Woodbury Public Library
WPL Chess Club 2022
◦ Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:30pm
◦ October 12th
◦ November 9th and the 30th
◦ December 14th
◦ Join the fun as WPL resumes the Chess Club
◦ You can learn the basics or refine your
strategy at the Ida Cornell Branch in Central
Valley
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Opportunities to Join a
Committee or Board
You can solicit a letter of interest for any of the following
Committees and/or Boards:
1. Parks-n-Recreation Committee
2. Beautification Committee

The Town of Woodbury is soliciting letters of
interest from Woodbury residents that would
like to volunteer to serve on the Parks-nRecreation Committee, Library Board, Board of
Assessment Review and/or Beautification
Committee.
Letters should be submitted to the Town Clerk,
Desiree Potvin, by October 28, 2022, at
4PM. Please be sure to include your address
and telephone number to be contacted for an
interview.

You can either mail your letter to PO Box 1004,
Highland Mills, email to
dpotvin@woodburyny.us or fax to 845-928-7380.

3. Library Board

4. Board of Assessment Review
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Re-posting Water Increases
We are re-posting this to make residents aware once again that water increases were put into effect in May 2022. These increases were delayed to
give the Village time to alert our residents of these increases through attachments mailed during the last billing cycle. We ask residents to read
through the below post!
The Village has made many infrastructure investments over the past 3 years to improve the reliability of the water system serving our residents. A
safe and reliable water supply system for our residents is a top priority, and to that end, the Village is planning on continuing to invest in our water
system and make improvements over the next 10 years. These significant investments will provide sustainability of supply, reliability, and efficiency
for generations to come.

Our Village water department works diligently to control operation and maintenance expenses so that the system runs efficiently. However, since
the Village’s last setting of rates over a decade ago, there have been significant increases in required investment and maintenance costs that are
beyond our control and make current revenue no longer adequate to cover them moving forward.
These new charges will help cover costs related to increasing our supply, improving the reliability of current supply sources with a prescriptive well
rehabilitation program, as well as ever increasing water sampling and testing requirements promulgated by the State and Federal Governments.
The new rates are also based on a conservation type formula that increases charges with the more water used. This effectively promotes
conservation and sustainability of our water supply, while simultaneously giving residents the ability to make informed choices in regard to their
water usage. The rate and the impact of the increase will be less on those who use less water and therefore less system resources. Those who
choose to utilize more discretionary uses of water such as irrigation will pay more, and those who conserve, seniors, etc., will pay less. The average
user will see their bills generally increase less than .50 cents a day. Even the highest commercial users under the new rates should see around an
average increase of only around $7 a day. So, for most residents for less than the cost of a cup of coffee a day, the Village is working to increase
supply, and make our water system more reliable, and sustainable for our future generations.
Please see chart below for average cost expectations through the conservation rate blocks. While these are not exact costs, they are a reasonable
median of what to expect in each block.
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Upcoming
Meetings
◦ October 5th – Planning Board Meeting
◦ October 6th - Town Board Meeting
◦ October 11th & 12th – 2023 Town Budget Review
◦ General Fund; Refuse and Library Fund

◦ October 12th – Zoning Board Meeting
◦ October 13th – Village Board Meeting
◦ October 19th – 2023 Police Budget Review

◦ October 19th – Planning Board Meeting
◦ October 20th – Town Board Meeting
◦ October 27th – Village Board Meeting
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September Newsletter from Supervisor
Burke & Mayor Giacomazza
In closing, may October invigorate you as the holiday’s steadily approach and the temperature drops. It means you
are that much closer to quality family time in-doors. As the below quote states…

"Winter forms our character and brings out our best." "Winter is a season of recovery and preparation." "Winter is
not a season, it's a celebration." "Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a
friendly hand and for a talk beside the fire: it is the time for home.“

Respectfully,
Supervisor Thomas J. Burke and Mayor Andrew Giacomazza
supervisor@woodburyny.us

mayor@villageofwoodbury.com
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